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Flash floods inundate over
380 houses in Nepal

S Kathmandu, Agency.

Teaiovs of-Wepa Pobios, Acmes Polkin-Borce-snd the Nepal
Army have rescued more than 138 people last night, said
Sushil Singh Rathore, spokesperson at the Metropolitan
Police Office, Flash Nloods triggered hy heavy rainfall
have inundated over 380 houses and damaged several
residential areas in Kathmandu, police said on Monday.
Heavy rainfall on Sunday night inundated more than 100
Places  in Kathmands
Teams

olic
fice Force and
Ay uave

¢ than 138

54

last. aight, said
Singh  Rathoee,
spokesperson  at  the
Metropolitin Police
Office. “Reseuc work was
carvicd out at Mulpani
settlemients on the bank
af  Manohar: ver,
Kadagari, Teku and Balkhu arcas, Rathore said, Most of
the human settlements on th river banks in Kathmandu
have been inundnted by the flash floods, Kathmandu
witix | Within four Rowrs, agco
o officlils, A orl of 382 houses have beein inbidite
by fiash foods, the Matrapalitan Police Office soid, Ar
inclviding Tankeshwir Dally, Tekv, Ti
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Public support strong for Japan’s Covid vaccine minister as next PM, says opinion poll

Fare Kono hos long been a faveured
candidate among  voters for
minister and hay made
wanting the job. |apancee voters strongly
support Tara Kono, minister in charge
of fighting COVID-19, a5 the next prime
minister according 10 a second opinian
poll, ax potential candidates prepare
ta join what has become a wide-open
contest for culing party leader Prime
Ministee Yoshihide su,,a: shock Friday
announcemont he was stepping down
hag thrown a ruling Liberal Democratic
Party (LD!') Iudnrﬂnp race sot for Sept
29 into h 3 wide array of
tlndul:t!s o e the top job. The
LDP’s majority in parliament guarantees
the winner will become prime minister,
According 1o the survey by the Yomiuri
Shimbun daily published on Menday.
23% of respondents said Kono, the
minister in charge of vaccines, was the
most suitable person to take over
acholng 1 Siinday. poll thal Bal 108
fwvouring Kono, Kono held a narrow
adpe over formier  defence minister
Shigery Ishiba, with 2 1% Former toreign
ister Fumio Kishida, whe has already
ly announced his  candidacy,
trathed with 12%. A formior forcign and
defence minister, the SB-year-old Kono,
educated at  Georgetown  University

Covid reminds us that

o
are wi

multilateralism is not working well enough : EAM
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lization of our thoughts on
the chalenges that we face. [t
has calied into question the
mode! of gobalizaban that
was practised il recently
and makes a powerful case
3 more descenualized
.

Mary of us accopt now
that the ‘establishment of

New Dethi/Canberea : The
devasation caused by the
Covid-w~ pandemic  has
called into guestion the
madel of gabaliziton that
was practised till recently
and makes 2 powerful case
for a mare descentralized
version, E&wrnal  Affairs
Minister 8. [aishankar said
on Maonday and added that

wransfortiation in India0s
reltions with its three Quad
partiers: the United States,
Japan and Austalia. All the
four countries are members
of ASEAN-Ied forums, inchud~
iy the Eaet Asta Summit, the
MSEAN Regional Forum and

where theconcepts of power
and influence have acquired
A new meaning, 15 the once-
in=a-century pandemic
whase devastation is beyond
imagination. “In this siua-
tian, the faw of our Tegion
cannat be bt certainly not

in 2 domocratic era o the the  Defence  Mimsters
decisions of 4 few. Those of  Meetng. They alsa swongly
us who have inferests, e3) subscribe to the centrality of

ASEAN in so far as the ndo-

and a fluent English speakeer,
popular following among youny voters
with an active social media presenee in
two Tanguages and 2.3 mill

enihis apanese page aorie. Kona has Jong

for prime mm.
o wanting

and reputation as

has built a

ner defe

N foklos

rade. He lost i oa fate
of him lawmakers eould vote, and has since lost
Ko two more leadership contests. Kishid,
feel he is still too yweung for the job, Over  also 64, w,

the weekend, though, one TV network
reported that Kono had galned Suga's
minister [shiba,

SEFINE SUPPOLT Imong
in the pa

round of a 2012 leadership  art
soninad, wh

likely heir last ye.

when Abe quit dug to lliness, bur his
Tow-Hey, soft-spoken style typically lands
him low i voler surveys. calied
for reducing income dis
pledged support for the econon
vaiinerable. Unlike last year’s leadership
race, when Suga emerged the winne
this time ordinary pa

prefectural level will alvo be able
which could make the outcome
predict, Potential candidates spent a busy
woekend meeting with otherfawmakers,
sounding them out for support, med
said. Each noeds to gather 20 supporters
by Sept 17 to become a formal candidate,
with the vote on Sept 29. Should the
results be close, a second round would
be held with only lawmakers allowed
to vote. The winner will choose when
to call a general election, likely 1o come
anywhere from Oct 17 to as lato as Nov 26.
Abe’s actions are being closely watched
for signs of whom he will support
Japan's longest-serving prime minister
still retaing influence in the party's two
Targest factions and among coRservative
Jawmakors. fapanese media has reportod
that Abe will be hacking former internal
s minister Sanae Takaichi, who
hopes to become Japan's first woman
prime minister. But Monday's Yomir
survey had Takaichi trajling badly a1 3%
just behind Abe himself, 31 5%,
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Ahmad Massoud says he is alive and resistance will continue

KabulAg

Alimad Massoud the kader of the
Resist forees m Panjshit, on  of P
Mandiy released an aidio mess:
sayingthat ho is alive and in the north-
castern provio ! called on all
ans 0 begin 2 national uprising
Taliban. Hours afior the

e

that the
also said ths

inee of Panjshie
e fghting, Magsoid wha is
beleved to bie hidiiy

audin message on fis. F
siating that he is very much afive and
csistanee will con
Pakistan Air Fo
atiacked his fighters and added that the
National Resistanice Front cbstayed

some of the Pakistani jors and kilksd
Pakistani Fegulus, He eanfiimed bom-
bardinent by Pakissin and the Taliban
i Panjshir which killed the Resistance
shim  Dashty and
ssoud's Fanily membe
He m asked Afghans to protest ags

he Taliban and urged the internation
.1l’xmm|\unw for suppoart, "Resisance
won't stop” he said

ater a night

the mantaing
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practical and  immediate
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more resilient and reliable
supply chaing are essontial
o ee-risking the world econ-
omy... What it finally comes
down to i the need to create
preawr global eapicitios 8o
1 pandemic-scake ehil-
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bilities and confidence must
step forward 1f the G-} coukd
become the G-, then our
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broad-based decision-mik.
g praess. The Indo-Pacific
5 at the epicentre of the

Pacific is concerned The
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factis that the days of undbie-
crabismare over; bilaeralism
Hixs its own fimits, sind as the

knges are mnore effectively
met,,. The pandemic e&peri
enee has abo ked to greater
auention being given to

vber security, stpply chains
and disinformation, So, it is
not just the bindscape and
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organizatons compel US 0 IS cousse and was ripe for

Tok for mere pracucal and
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that hidies and gentiemen is o

change, driven hoth by the
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